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I famaB 





PAP, 

THE LOAN 
SHARKS 
BROKE A 
WINPOW 
, AOAIN. 


ARE YOU 
MAKING 
YOUR 
PAYMENTS 


PONT 

WORRy, 

NANAMI/ 


Hi^ 






HOW i 
PATHETIC 


survive 


AH... 

I CAN'T 
SPBNP MUCH 
ON MY 
LUNCHBS 


...while I 
support a 


with a 
gambling 
problem. 


YO, 

momozono. 


ONLY H AS 
I RICE FOR 
|LUNCH/ 


























WHAT ON 
EARTH... 


..IS 

GOING 

ON?! 





















Ilf ™ AT 
|F bloovy ^ 

L BASTARP.' 


[ HOW CAN A \ 
OROWN MAN 
RUN Amy ! 
PROM HOMP, 
LPAVINO HIS 

peers anp his, 

L PAUOHTPR 
\ BPHINP?/ 


r x was 

KIOKPP 
OUT OP THE 

apartmpnt. 
WHPRP AM X 
OOINOTO 

Live?/ ) 


/ PON'THAZE. (HOMELESS, 
ANY RELATIVES.} AT MY AGE. 
-'I PON'T HAVE 
... ANY MONEY. 


I I'M 1 
IHUN6R/ 


WHAT 

SHOULP 


/C\/? . f3 






-Hello, or hovo 
do you do? I'm 
J ulie-t-ta Sutuki. 
Thank you -for 
picking up -this 
volume! I'll &e 
happy if you 
enjoy reading i-t. 

I s-tar-ted 
visi-tirve, shrines 
of-ten af-ter 
I &ec,an drawing 
-this Mane^a. 

When I was a 
child, -there 
voas a lar^e 
shrine in My 
neighborhood, 
and I played -there 
voi-th My friends 
and vuen-t -to 
fes-tivals. Af-ter I 
caMe -to Tokyo, I 
didn’-t visi-t 
shrines Much, 

&u-t -this year I've 
visi-ted Many and 
<s,o-t a lo-t of 
paper -fortunes. 





WUAT A 

STRANGE MAN 


vok't wave 

A PLACE 
TO LIVE 
ANYMORE 


















THE PLACE 
ON THIS 


BVBRYONB 

WILL 

WBLCOMB 

YOU 


...AS 

THBIR 

NBW 

MASTBR. 


...ARE MUCH 
BETTER 
SUITER TO BE 
THE MASTER 
OF THAT 
HOUSE THAN 








































ANP X 
,• J ARRIVE 
AT THE 
RUINS 

.J OF A 

SHRINE 


/ THIS IS 
/ WHAT 
/ IT MEANS 
1 TO "AW 
INSULT 
TO 

\ INJUR/" 


/ I WILL \ 
NEVER I 
TRUST 
£ROWN-UPS 
\ A6AIN 




MiKacje 


Please 

iua»f, 

Mikage 

sama! 






TWENTY 

YSARS! 









THIS IS 
NOT 

MIKAOS. 


WHEN HE 
MSSEP. 
[ /tf/ 

\ HEAP 


7 ANP I \ 
| CAN SENSE \ 
MIKAOE- 
jSAMA'S AURA 
\ COMING 
^ FROM HER, 
I SLIOHTLY. 


1 SHE'S 
NOT 

MIKA6E. 


I MEAN 



...ISA 

YOKA/ 

SHRINE?! 





...AW HE 
TOLt? ME 
TO COM E 
HERE 


ITOLP 
HIM X HAP 
NOWHERE 
TO LIVE I 


SO HE'S 
; ; TOMOS. 


...THIS 
HORRIBLE 
HANP- 
WRITING IS 
MIKAOE'S. 


HE'S 

’HANPSOMB. 


TOOA<&m\ 
O? THIS 


THIS IS 
THE SHRINE 
OP THE 
TOOHIOAMI. 








HE GAVE 
you HIS 
POSITION AS 
MASTER OP 
THIS SHRINE. 


CONGRAT¬ 

ULATIONS/ 


TOCHIGAMI- 
SAMA HAS 
RETURNEP TO 
THE SHRINE/ 


WE MUST 
PREP/ARE /A 


THAT 
MEANS 
HE ALSO 
MAPE you 
THE NEW 
TOOHIGAMI. 








n WILL 
NOT 
ACCEPT 
HER / 


R BCOtA- 

mwtv 


REFUSE TO 
BECOME A 
TOCHIOAMI/ 











- ■ -TT- rf WE4LL 

X WELCOME 

'fuuitU'W , 

||| 

M 

...I'M \ C, 
LEAVING-. | 

»_V 

^5 

CSIfBi 









M0RNIN6, 


MANWMI- 

SAMA. 




WE WILL 
FIRST 
8E0IN BY 
PURIFYING 
THE 

PARPEN. 


WE PRIVE 
OUT ALL 
IMPURITIES 
SO EVIL 
SPIRITS 
CANNOT 
ENTER. 


/ ...SO 

NANAMI- 
S AMA IS THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO CAN 
PROTECT 
THIS 

. SHRINE/ 


TOMOE- 
PONO HAS 
LEFT... 


/ UH... 
J ALL 
RIOHT 







■IF I STAY V 
HERB, I HAVE , 
A ROOF OVER . 

MY HEAR. / I 
ANP THEY'LL 1 
FEEPME>~- 


YOU MAY 
ASK US 
ANYTHINO.' 


' WE ARE 
THEONIBI- 
WARASHI 
WHO SERVE 
THIS SHRINE/ 


BUT ' 
THEY 
WON'T 
HELP ME 
CLEAN 


TOtAOt-VOHO 
IS THE SHINSHI 
WHO SERVES 
MIK/AOE-S/AMA. 


BECAUSE \ 
MIKAOE- 
SAMA POES 
NOT LIKE | 
I POOS. / 


...BUT 

MIKAOE-SAMA 
PECIPEP 
TO HAVE 
TOMOE-PONO 
SERVE HIM, 
INSTEAP OF 
THE USUAL 
KOMAINU 
k OUARP / 


































YOU'RB 
TAKING- 
ALL THIS 
TIME 


...JUST 

to mev 
GARVeN. 


TOTALLV 

USELESS. 






WON'T 
MAKE IT 
AS A 

TOCHIGAMI 


LEAVE 


PON'T 
YOU GO 
BACK 


I'M 

BUSY! 


YOU MUST 
HAVE RUN 
AWAY FROM 










THOSE 
TWO REALLY 
WON'T VO 
ANYTHING 


...BUTIFEEL 
LIKE THEY'RE 
JUST TAKING 
AOVANTAGE 
OF ME 


■ THEY 
t CALL ME 
KAM/SAMA 








WAS THE 
VOICE OF 4 
WORSHIPPER 
PRAYINO. 


ONE OP 

THE TOCHISAMI- 
SAMA'S PUTIES 
IS TO SIT IN THE 
SHRINE AW 
LISTEN TO THE 
PRAYERS. 






TWENTY 

/EARS 


THIS IS 
TWENTY 


WORTH OF 
PRAYERS. 


/ BECAUSE THE \ 
TOm&fiM' ' 
SAMA LEFT, THE 
NUMBER OF 
WORSHIPPERS 
OREATLY I 
PECREASEP / 









puties 

WE HAP 
NANAMbSAMA 
PERFORM 
. TOVAY 


...WERE 
ALL PON E BY 
TOMOE-PONO 
HIMSELF. 


■BEAUTIFUL 

HANPWRITINO. 


AN CP THE 
PRAYERS ARB 
WRITTEN CPOWN 
IN SUCH 
RETAIL... 






. 


...MAKE MY 
PRAYERS 
COME TRUE 














...SHOULP HAVE 
SA/P THIS IN THE 
VERY BEGINNING. 


I WAS ABOUT s TO 
PESTROY} SOMEONE 
y0ELSE[SHOUSE 


P OUKV 

you. 


THIS IS 
WHERE 
youvE 














' SHOULD 
A SHINSHI- 
SAMA BE 
EATING- AT 
A PLACE 
RUN BY A 
MONONOKE? 








J IT'S \ 
I THE SMELL \ 
OF THE 

/—J human who 

^THE REPLIED . 
SMELL MIKAOE. / 
OF A , / 

Y0UN6 A / 


WE WERE 
WORRIEP 
YOU'P 
STOP 
US. 


you ' 

PON'T 
NEEP My 
PER¬ 
MISSION. 


REALLY I 









This 

woman's 

ordeals... 


jus* r* 
beginning, 



<Shatter 2 





HI I 


WHAT RE 
YOU PO/NG 
HERE? 


YOU 

PON'T LOOK 
WELL. 


arb you 

HUNGRY? 











f you've \ 

ALREADY 
IRACKED! 


IHAPA 

PRBAM 


BUT 
I CAN'T 
RBMBM- 


LBAV/NG THIS 

^shrinb: 


-f THANK 
7/ YOU FOR- 
LETT1N0 


ARE YOU 
/ REALLY 
J LEAVING? 



















/ THEN X 
SHALL GO 
LOOK FOR 


m NT TO 
APOLOGIZE 


I CAN'T 
MAKE HIM 
com TO 
ME. 


...IFSSL 
BAP FOR 
TOMOF, WHO f. 
WAS TAKING ( 
SUCH GOOP j 
CARS OF / 
THIS ^ C 
SHRINF. \ I 







THE OTHER 


fteftmc) 







fl/ilHgl 



rm 1M8I1 irff 


SSpL 


liii 

mi U 

life 





















voices 

vom, you 


VO YOU 
WANT? 
















BUSINESS. 


I'M 

6LAP I 
QUIT BEING- 
A SHINSHI. 
IT WAS 
A PAIN. 


/ NWW 

I'M GOING 
J TO SPENP 
LAZY 
S PAYS 


...POING 
WHATEVER 
I WANT. 


NMN4MI- 

SAMA 


...WANTEP 
TO SEE 
TOMOE- 






NANWMI- 


A WORP 
PLEASE 







WHY'P YOU :>< 
BRINO HER \ ' 
HERE?/ \ 


If NAN/4MI- 
1? SAMA 
INSISTEP 


N4NWMI- 
SAMA 
ISN'T 4N 
ORPINARy 
HUMAN. 


I NEEP 
TO CATCH 









ACTING SO 
SUPERIOR 


I PON'T 
CARE IF THE 
SHRINE IS 
RU/NEP. 










YOU'RE 
JUST FOOD 
FOR TME 
GUYS HERE. 


GO BACK 
WHERE 






Blii 

1R : 




mmm 
















CAN'T EVEN' 
PROTECT 
/OURSELF. 

> SO PON'T 

l you 
A LECTURE 
\ ME/ 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO'S 
ACTING 
SUPERIOR/ 


BUSINESS] 


NOTHING 


HAPPEN 








PI 


11 cj 




A 


TOfAOZ- \ 
VOUO 

AGRBtS TO 
A SHINSHI 
CONTRACT 


.JOtAGZ-VGKG 
WILL BE 
COMPLETELY 

lo/alto 

NANAMI- 




Bp 

■ 

li^Efissal 






COM¬ 

PLETELY 

LOYAL 


RBALLY 


j HIM My 
SHINSHI? 


7 NAN AMI- 
SAMA 
ONLY 
\ NEEPS 


..TO KISS 
TOMOt- 
VOKO. 


THAT IS \ 
ONB OF THE 
TOCHI^AMI'S 
ABILITIES. 













SdPRS 

gja'lj 

KnSPifil^ 
Msy hi 1 

iiiilllllill 



ONIKIRI IS 
LOOKING 
FOR HER 
WITH HIS 
SHORT, 
STUBS/ 
LEGS. 


SERVES 

HER 

RI6HT. 


TOMO E- 
VONO, 
PLEASE 




...SINCE 
A HUMAN 
SLAPPS? ME. 


rrs BEEN 
SEVERAL 
HUNPREP 
YEARS... 






YOU FOR 
BRIN6IN6 
me HOME 


WELL, 

I PIPN'T 
HAVE ANY- 
THIN6 ELSE 


you MUST 
HAVE HAP A 
HARP TIMS 
CARRYING 
ME ANP MY 
THINOS ON 
YOUR BACK. 


NO, NO, 
I WORK 
OUT/ 




6-lap you 

HELPEP ME, 

r PnT 


MISS. 

J 











THIS IS > 
CONVENIENT 
SINCE I DON'T 
HAVE A PLACE 

^tostay, W 










..SHIVZRBV 
FORA - 
MOMENT#% 


THAT 

WOMAN. 


...THAT 
MARK 
ON YOUR 
FOREHEAP? 


SHOULDN'T 

DISTURB 

you 

ANYMORE. 





LONG 

NAILS. 














IN HERE?/ 


ARE you 

ALL 

RIOHT? 


yes. 1 

I'M SHORT 
OF BREATH 
Because I 
RAN OVER 
TWO | 
MOUNTAINS 


73 









...i my 

BE ABLE TO 
LIVE A 

twousaa/p 

WORE 

YEARS 






































m HEARP A 
< sruAK&e 
m noise. 


way i 

OPEN TWE 
POOR? 


Ill 









SHE ' 
R^N 
AWAY! 








f JUST 



I A LITTLE . — 

■ longer. 1 , 

i M 












SOME¬ 

THING'S 

COMING! 


I ONLY 


ONI84BA 


IF SHE 


..".HAVE ONE 
MORE OF UR A 
LEFT... 







WHAT 
SHOULD J-‘ 
VO? ;x 


NANAAAI- 

SMA. 


If ...HAVE 
k TOMOB - 
I VOHO ENTER 
'i A SHINSHI , 
i CONTRACT 
\ WITH YOU! 


THEN 

TOMOE-PONO 
WILL BE 
PORCEP 
TO HELP 
NAN AMI- I 
SAMA/ I 




SPENDING- 
MY TIME 





...SO LET 
US GO 

^ LOOK FOR 
< NAN4MI- 
i SAMA! 


...WOULP 
A FREE 
FOX LIKE 
ME IMEEP 





mm 


HOW 
FAR 
DO we 
HAVE TO 
CLIMB 


> / HURRY, 

THE ONLY NANAMI- 
W AY TO OET SAMA. 
f AWAY FROM 
\ THE ONIBABA 
■1 IS TO CLIMB * j 
3 A TREE. K 


' SHE'S 
C0MIN6 







SEEM TO BE 
HAVING- A 
HARV TIME, 
NIANMMI. 


...BECAUSE 
I HEARD 
YOU WERE 
INI TROUBLE. 





WORRY 

ABOUT 


?IBASB 

CONTINUE. 






^ PLEASE 
<2 RESCUE 
^ NANAMI- 
^ SAMA/ 


» MCE- 

WHAT PONO/ 

are you 

SAYINC/i 


PON'T V 
OET THE 
WRONO 





PLEASE 
SAY IT, 
NANIAMI- 
SAMA/ 


...you 

WILL 

RESCUE 

HER, 

TOMOE- 

PONO? 


f Jhm/w 




TOMOE- 
PONO WILL 
NOT RESCUE 

^ if you 

PON'T SAy 
"PLEASE 
FOROIVE ME, 

you/ 

ETC.*... 

10 









just Neev 
TO SAY 
A FEW 
WORPS/ 


ARE YOU 
OOIK& TO 
REFUSE TO 
SAY THEM 
ANP PIE 





...BUT 
YOU MUST 
HAVE 

SOMETHING 
YOU WANT 
TO SAY 
FIRST. 


'stubborn 

TOO! 


IF YOU 
HIT THE 
OROUNV 


TOMOE-OONO 
ENTER A 
SHINSHI 
CONTRACT 





WITH YOU. 


THEN 


TOMOt 










THANKS 
TO YOU, I'M 
A SHINSHI 
AGAIN! 


ANP 

\ you CALL 
YOU RSELF 
! A SHINSHI 


KICKING 
AN OLV 
WOMAN 


ANP I 
WAS SO 
ENJ0YIN6 
MY 

FREEDOM/ 


NOT LOOK 


CAN'T EYEN 
WEEP THE 
OARPENl 
PROPERLY/ 






WHAT 
















[THOUGHT 


...i ms 

SLEEPING 
IN A RUN¬ 
DOWN... 


NANAMI- 







ONIKIRI 
AH P 

J KOTETSU 


THIS IS 
NANAMI- 
SAMA'S 
ROOM, IN 
THE INNER 
SHRINE. 


WHERE 


A SHINSHI'S 
PUT/ IS TO 
TAKE CARE 
OP HIS KAMI. 


YESTERPAY 
YOU MAPE 
TOMOE-PONO 
YOUR SHINSHI. 










WHERE'S 

TOMOE 


TOtAOt- 


RI6HT BY 
SAMS 












REALiy 


THOUGHT 
YOUV BE 
ANGRY 
THAT X 
MAUE 
YOU My 
SHINSHI. 


I'M 

RELIEVE? 


...THAT yi' 
YOU'RE 7 I 
NOT (% 
ANORy AT \ 


THE KAMI 
SAY THAT 
ABOUT 
TOMOE- 
5AMA THE 
SHINSHI/ 


I AM SO 
HUMILIATE? 
THAT I HAVE 
TO SERVE AN 
INCOMPETENT 
OIRL LIKE 
YOU! 



POWER IS 
CAUBU 
TSURIKI. 


YOUR 
TSURIKI 
BECOMES 
STRONGER 
THE MORE 
YOU USE 
IT. 


THE 

FASTEST WAY 
FOR YOU TO 
OAIN STRENGTH 
IS TO LISTEN TO 
PRAYERS ANP 
ORANT THEM. 











IREAUV 


...THAT THE 
WATER HAS 
BECOME 

oeucious.’ 


TOMOB- 

PONO, 

WHERE'RE 

YOU 

l GOING? 


I’M 

LEAVING. 


1 TASTES 
LIKE 1 
SPRING I 
WATER L- 
FRESH ] 
FROM THE 
I MOUNTAINS/ l 


I'M 

OOINO 

HOME. 


HOW 

COULP 

you 


F ...RUN 
AWAy 
ANP 
LEAVE 
J US 
8EHINP 
•?/ 


SO/'/tf 
JUST A PLAIN, 
ORPIN ARY... 


...HIGH 
SCHOOL 
STUPSNT. 
ITS ALL 
RIGHT. 







TOMOB'S 
TAKING CARB OF 
MY ROOM, MY 
_ MBALS, 
CLBANING... 
BVBRYTHING. 


...MUST PO 
SOMBTHING TOO. 


THOSB 
ARBTHB 
PUTIBS 
OF A 
SHINSHI. 

















m 




I WO N PER. 


I ...THAT } 
SHIR OFUVA 
LEECH 
POWER 
PROM 

THOSE WHO 
. WRITE ON 
\ THEM. 


feiiSI 








"THe otHer day 
I went to 
-Hokkaido for 
tKe .first tii\ne. 

THe c,reen leaves 
were ai\nazin<-,ly 
yellowish careen, 
and I -felt like I 
was in a .foreign 
country. 

I was only a&le 
to stay for 
Half a day, &ut I 
was a&le to eat 
cra&s, wHieH I 
wanted to do, 
so I was very 
Happy! 

I &oue,Ht lots of 
SHiroi koi&ito. 

I'd only eaten it 
twice Before, 

&ut tHe packatiint, 
Had cHan^ed, and I 
was impressed. 

I Hope I can spend 
sorvie tirvie sic,Ht- 
seeinc, next ti(\ne. 


























£ 


SHE'S AN 
INCARNATION 
OF A 
CATFISH. 


TATARA 
SWAMP IS 
ONE OF THE 
AREAS THAT 
MIKAOE 
PROTECTED. 


NOW THAT 
THERE'S A NEW 
TOCHIOAMI, 
OF COURSE 
THEY'LL MAKE 
THEIR MOVE. 


SO 

SHE'S A 
CATFISH 
YOKAI. 


NEEP TO 
MEET HER 
YOURSELF. 


> I'M ' 
NERVOUS 
ABOUT 
EXCHANOINO 
FORMAL 
OREETINOS. 


WHY'RE 

YOU 

PRESSING 

UP? 















< FINPS OUT THAT 
A POWERLESS 
I OIRL IS THE 
i TOCHIOAMI, SHE 
WON'T LET 












mm 


WHAT 


...BUT THE 
TOCW\&m\ 
IS ILL AW 
CANNOT 
SEE YOU. 


r, 

' PLEASE 
LET ME 

11 

POUR SAK 

for you 








HE'S RIGHT. 
EVEN IF I 
SAW HER... 


..I WOULDN'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TORO... 








PUT... WILL 
TOMOE- 
PONO BE 
ALL RIOHT 
ALONE? 


...RULES 
OVER ALL 
THE VOKAI 
IN THAT 
SWAMP. 









SHALL GO 

visit you 

WHEN SHE'S 
PEELINO 
BETTER. 





JUST A 
LITTLE 


N4NAMI- 
6 AMA, 
NO/ 


I'M 

&OKKA 
TAKB 
JUST A 


TOMOE- 

PONO 


■EE?* 


MB 1 

HI 

Es 










A MERE 
HUMAN, A 
SHABBY 
6IRL... 


BECOMING 


i TOCMkJAMI, 


QUARRELING 

ABOUT 

ME... 


THIS 
SHRINE 
HAS SUNK 
LOW. 


NANAMI 
MAY NOT 
LOOK IT 


...BUT 6HE 
16 6TR0N6 








SO ' 
YOU'RE A 
COWARDLY 
FOX WHO'S 
OETTINO 
BOSSED 
4ROUND BY 
THAT OIRL. 


HARSH. 


...IT PUTS 
YOUR 

MASTER, WHO 
TOOK THE 
TROUBLE OF 
COM INO 
. HERE... 


...INI A 
DIFFICULT 
POSITION . 








I THOUGHT 
l WOULP HAVE 
MORE- TIME... 
3UT THIS IS 
ACTUALLY 
A FORTUNATE 
PEVELOPMENT. 


NOW I HAVE 
A GOOP 

excuse to 

eNP THIS 










■■ 


M0M020H0, 

THE 

jocmmi 


SO I 
ASKED 
TOAAOE TO 
TAKE CARE 
OF YOU. 


/ APOIO- 
1 OIZE FOR 
MAKINO 
you WAIT. 





COULDN'T 

HBLP 

BARGING 

IN... 


ANL 7 
TOMOB 
TOLD MB 
NOT TO! 


I COULDN'T 
STOP. 

, MYSBLF 
WHBNI 
SAWiTHB 
[SWORD 
POINTBD AT 







HAN VLBV 
THIS 
MySELF 


eur 

CONTRARY 
TO WHAT 
HE SA/L7 

ite,.,. ... 


.PROTECT 




EXCUSE 

ME 


...BUT 
NOW 
THAT MY 
MASTER 
IS 8EHINP 
ME... 


...X WILL 
NOT GO 
BASY ON 








136 







Hey, now/ 

WHY PON'T 

you stop 

PIOHTINO? 









IT'LL BE 
PERFECT 
FOR BREAK- 







PIOHTINO 

RIOHT 

NOW. 


SHAKING 
HANDS TO 
MAKE UP 


usep THE 
KOTOVAMA 
BINPINO SPELL 
THAT KAMI USE 
ON THEIR 
SHINSHI. , 


SO YOU 
REALLY 
ARE THE 
TOCWGAM. 













nwii 


AOTA KE 
IS yOUNO. 
WON'T YOU 
F0R6IVB 


APOLOGIZE 
FOR HIS 
PISCOURTESy. 


...TO PRAY 
FOR MY 
MATCHMAKING. 


144 











HUMAN 


KOTARO~~ 
URASHIMA, 
WHO 
LIVES IN 
SARAYASH/M • 
MfCHOMM 







I WANT 
TO TIE MY 
BOW WITH 
KOTARO ONCE 






















































I'd orly placed 
Dragon G2ues-t up 
-to sut I sor¬ 
rowed 3 -tke 
o-tker da^, so I 
placed i-t a li-ttle! 

(I kaver'-t -Pi risked 
-tke (sa(V>e N ). 

Dragon <2ues-t...! 

Uses potyciors 


Ike iviors-ters 
-tka-t roll ard die 
are 3-T> ard are 
awkulk cute. I like 
-tke s-triped oa-t. I 
■Pel-t like playirc. 
Dragon Giue.s-t 3 
or -tke Farv»ico(V) 
ae,air I voisk 
-tkey'd release i-t 
for PS2- 

I'm lookirc, 
forward -to -tke 
rew Siokazard 
e,a(V>e -too. Or 
P.S2-, please, 
because -tka-t’s all 
I kave... 


Ok, I kave a Wii 
•too. 









WHERE'S 

TOMOE? 


SHALL 60 
PREPARE 
YOUR 

BREAKFAST. 


NANAMI- 
SAMA IS 









rappy 


...ABOU 1 
YESTER¬ 
DAY? 


TRAT YOU 
DEFENDED 
ME 

YESTERDAY. 






SO YOU'LL 
RBCO&NIZB MB 
AS YOUR KAMI. 


,.SHB WILL 
BBABLB 
TO MAKB 
FLOWBRS 
BLOOM. 


...so i me 

LOOKING 
AT IT AW 
PRINKINO 
SAKE ONI 
THE ROOF. 
THEN X FELL 
ASLEEP... 

V vt 

X uaPP erNed 


PON'T \ 
WORRY. 1 
I WAS JUST 
ESCAPING 
FROM 
REALITY. 


THE ' 
MOON 
WAS 

BEAUTIFUL 









I'LL 

APOLOGIZE- 
TO HER 
LATER. 


PON'T 

GET 

INVOLVED. 


ANY CASE, 
WHAT CAN 
YOU DO? 


HUMANS 
AND YOm 
CAN'T BE 
TOGETHER. 






I'M 

GOING ,1 
TO TOWN} 
TOMoam 










MOMENT, I 
THOUGHT... 


...NANAMI m 
MIGHT NOT % 

comeback:... I 


you've 

BEEN TO 
TOWN? 















\ PAYVAY 


...i usep 
to oet i ce 
c&m on 
the my 

HOME FROM 
SCHOOL. 


ISN'T IT 
PELICIOUS? 



159 









...LIKE I'VE 
BEEN IN A 
PRE m ALL 
THIS TIME. 


FOROFT. 
YOU C4ME 
TO LOOK 
FOR 

KOTARO. 







you 

HAVEN'T 

BEEN 

COMING- TO 
SCHOOL 


...ANV f 
YOU'RE \ 
WITH A \ 
GUY? 1 
HOW 

SLUTTY / 


THIS MAN 
ALSO GOSS 
TO YOUR 
SCHOOL. 


HE'S 
NOT MY 
BOY¬ 
FRIEND 


...THAT 
YOU WERE 
EVICTED? 





THAT y0U'RE 
SLEEPING- IN 
A PARK CUl 


YOUR VAV 
SKIPPEt? 


BECAUSE 
O? HIS 


NOT TRUE/ 
PAP IS ON A 
I BUSINESS 


TOMOE-VISION 














WERE YOU 
THINKING?/ 
YOU COUl PVE 
HURT HIM/ 





























ftnrinRK 
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ANP I'M 
SORRY 
we MAPE 
SUCH A 
PUSS AT 
THE SHOP/ 


REMEMBER 


...THE 
WOMAN 
YOU MET 
AT THE 
TATARA 
SWAMP 









■ 


I-I PON'T 
MINP/ 
NIC* 

PROBLEM/ 

NO 

PROBLEM/ 


IS THAT 
A PUZZLE 


I'M...NOT 
OOOP AT 
ANYTHING IN 
PARTICULAR 



























































RELAXEP 
WHEN I'M 
HOLPINO 
THIS 


...AW I 
CAN EVEN 
MdNAOE 
TO TALK 
TO SOME¬ 
ONE I'VE 
ONLY JUST 


FRIENP'S 


...BEFN IN 
LOVE WITH 
YOU FOR A 
LONO TIME 


HFR 

NAMF IS 
HIMFMIKO 
OF THF 
SWAMP. 












THAT'S 
OUR 
NANAMI- 
SAMA/ 


YOU HAP 
KOTARO- 
VOHO 
PROMISE 
TO SEE 
HIMEMIKO/ 


HHf 






HEARP 


TOMOE- 
DONO 
ORPEREP 
US TO 
GUARD 
NAN4MI- 


' ...CUZ HE 1 
ABANDONED 
ME AND 


i 

TOMOE- 
DONO WENT 
TO (JET THE 
\ VEHICLE. 

w~r\ 

y THE \ 

VEHICLE? 







wow, 

WHAT IS 
THIS?/ 


THIS IS 
MIKAOE'S 
YOOIRI- 
OURUMA. 


IT RUNS ON 
DARKNESS, 
SO WE CAN 
ONLy USE IT 
AT NIOHT. 










IF YOU 
VON'T WANT 
TO &0 BACK 
TO THE 
SHRINE 


...YOU 
CAN STAY 













■■i 






WHERE'D 
YOU TAKE 
HIMEMI KO- 


TURN HER 
INTO A 
FISH AND 
EAT HER 


i AREN'T 
\| YOU? 


I THE \ 

Tocmm 

CAL IEP FOR 
HER, ANP 
i SHE HASN'T 
) RETURNER. 







SORRy 
TO KEEP 

you 

WAITING. 


' I HAP 
HER PUT ON 
MY SCHOOL 
UNIFORM. 
WHAT DO 
yOU THINK? 
DOESN'T SHE 
LOOK OOOD 


KOTARO 
WON'T 
KNOW 
yOU'RE AN 
AMKASHI. 


DO I 
TRULy 
LOOK 
GOOV IN 






1 I'LL BE 
ABLE TO 
GO SEE 
KOTARO 


4 My TRANS- 
fl FORMATION 
i I SPELL ISN'T 
PERFECT. 


PON'T 
USE 
YOU R 
POWERS. 


IF you 
PO, yOU'LL 
TURN BACK 
INTO AN 
AYAKASUl. 


PUT 

BE 

CAREFUL. 
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KOTARO WILL 
BE WAITING IN 
THE PARK BY 
THE WEST 
ENTRANCE 


...AT 

FIVE 

O'CLOCK 

TONIGHT. 


mwASiTH/s m 
{SOME’K/NP&ft 
W&A%JOKE?Em 


...WOULP 
LIKE ME 


mTHERElSm, 

WPJVAYtTHATd 

im&ArG/RLmk 


KOTARO 





NOT CRY, 
CHIU?. 


SMILE. 


SMILE. 


HUMANS 

ANP 


AYAKASHI 
CAN ONLY 
BRIEFLY 
INTERACT. 


THEY'VE 

MET 

AGAIN 

AFTER 

TEN 

YEARS. 






BZCAliSt TODAY. 


...THE 80NP 
BETWEEN THOSE TWO 
IS TIEP AGAIN. \ 








PON'T KNOW 
WHAT TO 
PO 


SOMEONE 
I'VE JUST 
MET TELLS 
ME SHE 
LIKES ME 


I PON'T 
UNPERSTANP 
WHY A OIRL 
WOULP BE 
INTO ME. 














y on viv 

THAT SO 


AMim, 

KOTARO. 
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YOU ARB 
WONDER- 










































...A LITTLE 
STRENGTH 
15 ALL HE 
NIEEPS. 





...I'M SO 
SCARS? 

CAN'T 

MOVE! 









you... 
PIPN'T 
HAVE TO 
ACTUALLY 
PUS H HIM 
FORWARP 


YOU'RE 

SO 

SIMPLE. 







...THOSE 
TWO WERE 
ABLE 
TO MOVE 
FORWARP. 


I WANT. 


THEIR BO NR TO BE 
TIER STRONGLY 




"rfie Otherworld 

Kami are Shinto deities or spirits. The word can be used for a range 
of creatures, from nature spirits to strong and dangerous gods. 

Kitsunebi literally means “foxfire” and are the flames controlled by 
fox spirits. 

Komainu are a pair of guardian statues placed at the gate of a shrine, 
usually carved of stone. Depending on the shrine, they can be lions, 
foxes or dogs. 

Mononoke is the overall term for Japanese supernatural creatures and 
encompasses ghosts, spirits and demons. 

Shinshi are birds, beasts, insects or fish that have a special relationship 
with a kami. 

Tochigami (or jinushigami) are deities of a specific area of land. 
Onibaba is literally an “old woman ogre.” 

Onibi-wavashi are like will-o’-the-wisps. 

Yogiri-guruma is literally “night fog carriage.” 

Yokai are demons, monsters or goblins. 

Honorifics 

-danna means “master” but is more like “sir” or “mister.” 

-dono roughly means “my lord,” although not in the aristocratic 
sense. 

-himemiko is a title that means “Imperial princess,” although a 
Japanese princess is not the same as a Western one and isn’t necessarily 
the daughter of a king. 

-kun is used by persons of superior rank to their juniors. It can 
sometimes have a familiar connotation. 

-sama is used with people of much higher rank. 

-san is a standard honorific similar to Mr., Airs., Aliss or Ms. 



Notes 

Page 11, sidebar: Paper fortunes 

Omikuji are slips of paper with fortunes written on them and can 
be found at many shrines and temples. 

Page 47, panel 1: Sasamochi 

JVLochi (sticky rice cakes) wrapped in sasa (bamboo leaves). 

Page 63, panel 1: Inari Shrine 

Inari, or Inari-no-kami, is one of the most popular deities in 
Japan. Foxes are the typical guardians at Inari shrines. 

Page 77, panel 5: Ofuda 

A strip of paper or small wooden tablet that acts as a spell. 

Page 114, panel 1: Shrine for relationships 

A shrine’s type is decided by which kami is enshrined. Shrines 
can also be multi-purpose, so a shrine can be for love and 
relationships, safe births and warding off evil. 

Page 142, panel 3: Kotodama 

Literally “word spirit,” the spiritual power believed to dwell 
in words. In Shinto, the words you speak are believed to affect 
reality. 

Page 187, panel 3: Himemiko’s nod 

In Japanese, negative questions like this are answered differently 
than in English. She nods because she means “Yes, I haven’t.” 




Julietta Suzuki’s debut manga Hoshi 
ni Naru Hi (The Day One Becomes a 
Star) appeared in the 2004 Harm to 
Tiime Plus. Her other books include 
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manga. 
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